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Taiwan projects selected for most powerful astronomical device

Central News Agency

2011-10-2511:19 PM
http://www.taiwannews.com.tw/etn/news_content.php?
1d=1742123

Taipei, Oct. 25 (CNA) Astronomers in several Taiwanese projects will be able to
make their observations using the world's most powerful astronomical device,
Academia Sinica said Tuesday. Out of around 900 world-wide applications
seeking to use the Atacama Large Millimeter/submillimeter Array (ALMA),
Taiwan has succeeded in leading eight of the 112 projects accepted, according
to Taiwan's top research institution. Jointly built by Europe, the United States,
Japan and Chile, the ground-based astronomy observatory, located 5,000
meters above sea level in northern Chile, was opened for its first round of
scientific operations Sept. 30. Upon completion in 2013, the facility will be a 16-
km-wide array of 66 ultra-precision telescopes that will work as a single giant
telescope, Academia Sinica said in a statement. ALMA could allow a person in
Kenting near the southernmost tip of Taiwan to see a NTS1 coin on the top of
Taipei 101, said Lee Chin-fei, an assistant researcher at Academia Sinica Institute
of Astronomy and Astrophysics (ASIAA). Academia Sinica said the successful
projects were chosen based on their scientific value, regional diversity and
relevance to ALMA's major science goals. Wang Wei-hao, an assistant
researcher at Academia Sinica who leads one of the projects, said his team will
use ALMA to understand how fast certain galaxies are forming young and
massive stars, and to gain a better understanding of distant galaxies. Taiwan's
success is the result of its dedication and commitment to ALMA, said ASIAA
Director Paul Ho. Taiwan joined the ALMA project in 2005. (By Christie Chen)
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